Bible Studies

Daniel (11)

Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts

Daniel 7:1-14

Introduction


The first half of the book of Daniel – chapters 1-6 - is devoted to history. They especially highlight the outstanding events in Daniel’s lifetime. We learn from them about his relationship with Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, rulers during the Babylonian Empire. Then we are told about his relationship with Darius of the Medo-Persian Empire. The second half of the book – chapters 7-12 – is composed of visions and prayers of Daniel during those years. In the historical section Daniel writes in the third person, using “he” and “him”. In the second section he writes in the first person, using “I’ and “me”. Daniel’s visions are quite similar in some ways to the visions of John as recorded in Revelation. The two books need to be compared for full understanding.

Read Dan. 7:1-6

I. A dream and visions

A. Daniel had this dream when he was 68 years old, 14 years before he was thrown into the den of lions. It was during the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, when he was made co-regent with Nabonidus. I don’t know how prominent Daniel was during Belshazzar’s reign. It seems from chapter 5 that the king didn’t really know him. At any rate it was during this time that the Lord gave Daniel a dream and a vision of history, especially the distant future. It’s called a dream because Daniel had it when he was asleep. They’re called visions because they were what he saw in his dream. People can sometimes have visions when they’re awake, but these visions came when he was sleeping and dreaming. We must be careful about putting false interpretations to dreams that we or others have. Most dreams are not from the Lord but are only due to undigested food or responses to stress. Anyone who claims to have many dreams or visions must be checked out because God seldom gives powerful dreams and visions.

B. Daniel’s dream here is very similar to the dream Nebuchadnezzar had many years before. At that time, God had used Daniel to interpret the King’s dream. But here Daniel needed help with the interpretation of his own dream. Dan. 7:16 Daniel’s dream had to do with the “Times of the Gentiles”, just as Nebuchadnezzar’s had. The only “world” that people knew at that time was the area around and adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea. It was called “the Great Sea” in the Old Testament because it was the only sea they knew. They knew nothing of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Daniel saw the 4 winds of heaven churn up the Mediterranean Sea, and out of it came four great beasts. “Winds” can also be translated “spirits” referring to angels. Whatever it was, God, who is sovereign, was behind it.

II. Three beasts

A. The first beast was like a lion – the king of the beasts. The lion had wings of an eagle. This corresponds to the head of gold in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream which Daniel interpreted as referring to Nebuchadnezzar himself and the Babylonian Empire. Dan. 2:37-38 As the lion is king over the other animals in the forest, so Nebuchadnezzar was king over nations. The lion symbolizes power and great strength. This lion had eagle wings which speak also of power and swiftness. So Nebuchadnezzar flew far and wide with his power and influence. But then the wings of the lion were torn off. This pictures the time when Nebuchadnezzar lost his sanity and became like an animal crawling on 4 legs for 7 years. Finally he was lifted up again on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given back to him. Daniel knew all about this. He was there when the King finally acknowledged that God is sovereign and in control of the empires of this world.

B. The second beast looked like a bear, an animal of great strength. This corresponds to the chest and arms of silver in the great statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. This represents the kingdom to arise after Babylon, that was inferior to it. Dan. 2:39 It is the Medo-Persian Empire that was made up of 2 empires, like the arms are two. Although a bear is clumsier than a lion, it is still very strong. This bear was reclining with one side higher than the other. This probably refers to the fact that Persia was stronger than Media in this united kingdom. The bear had 3 ribs in its mouth, indicating what it had eaten. This probably refers to the 3 empires of Egypt, Babylon and Assyria that had been conquered by the Medes and Persians. The bear had a big “appetite”, “eating up” or conquering all the nations around it.

C. The third beast was a leopard – one of the swiftest of all animals. It is well known in the animal kingdom for its swiftness, cunning and agility. It corresponds to the belly and thighs of bronze in the King’s dream. The leopard represents the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great. He is famous in history for conquering the other empires in the shortest time – just 4 years. This is why the leopard has wings to make it even faster. But Alexander died young and his kingdom was divided into 4 parts. As the leopard had 4 heads, so 4 men were appointed as rulers over this divided kingdom.

Read Dan. 7:7-8

III. The fourth beast and little horn

A. The fourth beast was not recognizable as a particular animal. Maybe it was a kind of mongrel of mixed animals. It was terrifying, frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth with which it crushed and devoured its victims. It then trampled whatever was left underfoot. It is represented by the legs of iron in the King’s dream. Dan. 2:40 This is the picture of the Roman Empire which was in control of all countries around the Mediterranean during the life of Jesus and the early church. The Roman Empire conquered and took into itself the remainders of the 3 earlier empires. Rome built roads and created huge armies to patrol and control all the nations, including Israel. It was Rome that crucified Christians and threw them to the lions. This powerful beast had 10 horns. Rev. 12:3 Probably this corresponds with the 10 toes of the statue in the King’s dream. The toes were of mixed iron and clay. Dan. 2:41-43 It seems to refer to 10 powers or nations that will arise in the last days out of the former Roman Empire. They will probably be the greatest powers in what is called today the European Union.

B. There is an added picture in Daniel’s dream that was not present in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great statue. Among the 10 horns on this last powerful beast, there will arise one little horn. Daniel saw it arise among the 10 horns. It had an insignificant beginning, but in its growth it was able to uproot or subdue 3 of the existing horns. This little horn will be intelligent and have eyes like a man, and a blasphemous and boastful mouth. This little horn seems to be insignificant, but we find out in Revelation that he is the “beast coming out of the sea” whom all the world will worship except true Christians. This includes all those whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Rev. 13:8 This is the Anti-Christ who will speak proud words and blaspheme God. Rev. 13:5-6 He is called “the man of lawlessness” by Paul. He will be so lawless against God that he will set himself up in God’s temple. II Thess. 2:4

Read Dan. 7:9-12

IV. The Ancient of Days

A. Enter the King! All the beasts, etc. suddenly fade into insignificance as the King arrives! It is God on His throne! While the kingdoms of the world are in turmoil, God is still on His throne! He is the only One who can be called “The Ancient of Days”. In other words, He is the “I Am”, the everlasting One! His clothes and hair are blinding white, indicating His holiness. His throne is flaming with fire and its wheels are ablaze. We don’t really know what those fiery wheels are, but Ezekiel also saw them in his vision. Ezek. 10:6-7 A river of fire was coming out from before Him. Why all the emphasis on fire? It goes back to Heb. 12:28-29. 1.) Our God is a consuming fire. 2.) Fire represents judgment – as in a fiery hell. 3.) Fire can refine and purify or it can totally consume. 

B. Thousands upon thousands attended or served God – no doubt referring to millions of angels. Before the throne stood billions of those to be tried and sentenced by this court. The books were opened to show the evidence against them. Rev. 20:11-12 Daniel kept watching as if totally amazed at the boastful, blasphemous words the little horn – the Anti-Christ – was speaking. How could he dare to speak these things right in the face of the “Ancient of Days”? His defiance and arrogance was almost more than Daniel could take. Finally the Anti-Christ was slain and destroyed by being thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. Rev. 19:20 This signals the end of the great world kingdom that the Anti-Christ will form, and the “Times of the Gentiles”. The other beasts or kingdoms of the world will then be stripped of their authority but allowed to live for a period of time. Possibly this means that their cultures will be assimilated.

Read Dan. 7:13-14

V. The Son of Man

A. Who will strip them of their authority? Daniel saw Him. He was “like a son of man”. This is the very thing that Jesus, the God-man, called Himself. Matt. 8:20 Daniel saw Him coming with the clouds of heaven, just as Jesus later described His Second Coming. Matt. 24:30 When Jesus ascended, the angels told the disciples watching that He would come again in the clouds as they had seen Him go. Acts 1:11 The Ancient of Days - who is God the Father - gave to the Son of Man – who is His Son – authority, glory and sovereign power. This corresponds with the “Rock” in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream that crushed all nations and kingdoms. Dan. 2:44-45 

B. And so ended all the kingdoms and their glory as all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped the “Rock”, who is the Son of Man, who is Jesus! Unlike all the other kingdoms which God showed Daniel in his dream and in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the dominion of our Lord is an everlasting dominion. It will not pass away or be destroyed. Now is established the real “One World Government” which includes everyone. All will obey and worship Him – the Son of Man!

Conclusion


So Daniel has seen the vision of the Second Coming of Christ which brings to a close all earthly kingdoms. This was the promise of the Father to His Son in Psa. 2:7-9. Jesus, the Son of Man, will establish an everlasting kingdom that will never be conquered by another. His reign will be established on earth for 1000 years which is called the Millennium. We who are children of God will reign with Christ in the millennial kingdom. Rev. 20:1-4 At the end of the 1000 years Christ will surrender the kingdom to God the Father, after which Christ will be appointed as Ruler over God’s eternal kingdom forever. I Cor. 15:24-26 What a glorious day that will be when we live with our God in His Home forever!

